Visual field testing in glaucoma Medicare beneficiaries before surgery.
The standard of care for progressive glaucoma that requires medical or surgical intervention includes visual field (VF) testing at least annually. This study aims to assess how commonly ophthalmologists perform VF testing before planned glaucoma surgery in the Medicare population, and whether variations in conformance occur across demographic and clinical subgroups. Retrospective, observational, population-based analysis. Thirteen thousand seven hundred fifty-three Medicare beneficiaries. Data were obtained from a 5% random sample of Medicare beneficiaries undergoing glaucoma surgery in the United States from 1995 to 1999. The proportion of patients with evidence of at least 1 VF examination in the year before glaucoma surgery was determined. Rate of VF testing in the year before glaucoma surgery. Overall, 70% of patients had at least 1 VF test in the year preceding glaucoma surgery. This rate was significantly lower (P<0.001) in patients > or =85 years (56%), blacks (64%), patients with race other than white or black (66%), patients with diabetic retinopathy (60%), and patients with bilateral blindness (47%). The use of VF testing before surgery in glaucoma Medicare beneficiaries is suboptimal relative to the recommended standard of care. Underutilization is of particular concern in blacks, who are at increased risk of glaucomatous damage. Quality-of-care initiatives are needed to facilitate appropriate preoperative evaluations of glaucoma Medicare beneficiaries for glaucoma surgery.